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VERNMENTAL AFFARS Linited States Senate

Senator Tom Coburn, MD

May 5, 2011

Via U.S. Mail and Email/

The Honorable Janet Napolitano

Secretary

United States Department of Homeland Security
301 7th Street, SW; Mail Stop 0150
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Secretary Napolitano:

The Department of Homeland Security administers a number of important programs and grants
to individuals to advance certain interests on behalf of the United States. These programs
include, but are not limited to: (1) the Cora Brown Fund; (2) Federal Disaster Assistance to
Individuals and Households in Presidential Declared Disaster Areas; (3) Presidential Declared
Disaster Assistance — Disaster Housing Operations for Individuals and Households; (4)
Presidential Declared Disaster Assistance to Individuals and Households — Other Needs; (5)
Disaster Housing Assistance Grants; and (6) Firefighter Health and Safety Grants.

I am interested in learning more about the individuals that receive funds or benefits from these
programs. For the programs listed above, please provide the following information for all
individuals that received any payment from these programs during Fiscal Years 2007, 2008,
2009 and 2010, who also reported income of $1,000,000 or greater through any agency
measurement of income (such as Adjusted Gross Income): (1) name of individual; (2) total
reported income for the Fiscal Year in which the payment was made; (3) name of each program
the individual received benefits through; (4) amount of benefits received from each program; and
(5) total amount of all program benefits received during each Fiscal Year. This information
should be produced in an electronic usable format, such as Microsoft Excel.

Please provide the above information by May 19, 2011. If you have any questions, including the
format in which the information should be produced, please contactg

Sincerely,

Tom Coburn, M.D.
United States Senator



Assistant Secretary for Legislative Affairs

U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20528
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The Honorable Tom Cobum, M.D.
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Coburn:

Thank you for your May 5, 2011 letter regarding DHS grants. We are working on your
request and have been in touch with your staff on this matter. Per the recent conversation
between Andrew Dockham on your Committee staft and Kimonia Alfred from my office, we are

continuing to review your inquiry and to ensure we respond appropriately and as completely as
possible.

As you know from our ongoing work with you on other matters, we take all
Congressional inquiries seriously and endeavor to satisfy those requests. We look forward to
continuing to work with you to facilitate Congress’s role in oversight of the Executive Branch.

We will remain in touch with your staff as we continue to prepare our response. Should
you need assistance in the interim, please contact me at i

Respectfully,
Nelson Peacock

Assistant Secretary
Office of Legislative Affairs

www.dhs.gov



U.S. Department of Homeland Security
500 C Streer, SW
Washington, DC 20472
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October 4, 2011

The Honorable Tom Cobum. M.D.
United States Senate
Washington. DC 20510

Dear Senator Coburn:

Thank you for your letter to Secretary Napolitano requesting information on all individuals

who reported income of $1.000.000 or greater and received assistance from certain Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) programs from Fiscal Years (FY) 2007 t0 2010. The
Secretary has asked me to respond to your request on her behalf.

You requested information relating to the following FEMA programs: (1) the Cora Brown Fund:
(2) Federal Disaster Assistance to Individuals and Households in Presidentially Declared
Disaster Areas: (3) Presidentially Declared Disaster Assistance — Disaster Housing Operations
for Individuals and Households: (4) Presidentially Declared Disaster Assistance to Individuals
and Households - Other Needs: (5) Direct Housing Grants: and (6) Firefighter Health and Safety
Grants. This response includes data relating to the Cora Brown Fund and categories 2 through 5
above (which can be collectively grouped together under FEMAs Individuals and Households
Program (IHP). which is provided pursuant to Section 408 of the Robert T Stafford Relief and
Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C §3174). The Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program
provides funding directly to fire departments. not individuals,

Congress has not required means testing as a precondition to disaster assistance for either the
Cora Brown Fund or IHP assistance. FEMA has no internal capability to verify the income
information it receives at registration. Any information on income received by FEMA is
self-certified by the applicant.

The enclosed spreadsheet (Enclosure A) contains entries for the Disaster Number, Registration
Identification Number, Reported Income. FEMA Assistance Program. and Amount of Assistance
Provided from FY 2007 1o FY 2010 to disaster survivors reporting income of $1,000.000 or
more. It is important to note that this group represents just two-tenths of one percent (0.2%) of
the total number of disaster survivors who received similar assistance during the same time
period (see Enclosure B). For those reporting income of $1.000,000 or more, the average

FY 2007 to FY 2010 award was $1.092 for Other Needs Assistance (as compared 10 an average
of $1.572 for all recipients of assistance). and $3.155 for Housing Assistance (as compared to an
average of $4.529 for all recipients). The median awards were significantly less than these
amounts (sce knclosure C). The average FY 2007 10 FY 2010 median award for those reporting

www.fema.goy



The Honorable Tom Coburn. M.D.
Page 2

income of $1.000.000 or more was $477 for Other Needs Assistance (as compared to $737 for all
recipients). and $1.510 for Housing Assistance (as compared to $1.916 for all recipients).

We would be happy to discuss this issue with you further at your convenience. Please feel free
to have your staff contact FEMAs L egislative Affairs Division by telephone aty

Sincerely,

. Craig Fugate
Administrator

Enclosures
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