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nator Tom Coburn, MD

May 4, 2011

Via U.S. Mail and Email { ]

Mr. Steven Chu

Secretary

United States Department of Energy
Forrestal Building; Room 7B138
1000 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20585-0800

Dear Secretary Chu:

The Department of Energy provides benefits to certain individuals through a number of
programs. These programs include, but are not limited to: (1) Inventions and Innovation Grants;
(2) Carbon Capture and Storage — FutureGen 2.0; (3) Advanced Research and Projects Agency —
Energy Financial Assistance Program; (4) Fossil Energy Research and Development Program;
and (5) a number of other specific cooperative agreements and grants to individuals.

I am interested in learning about the individuals that receive funds or benefits through these
programs. For the programs listed above, please provide the following information for all
individuals that received any payment from these programs during Fiscal Years 2007, 2008,
2009 and 2010, who also reported income of $1,000,000 or greater through any agency
measurement of income (such as Adjusted Gross Income): (1) name of individual; (2) total
reported income for the Fiscal Year in which the payment was made; (3) name of each program
the individual received benefits through; (4) amount of benefits received from each program; and
(5) total amount of all program benefits received during each Fiscal Year. This information
should be produced in an electronic usable format, such as Microsoft Excel.

Please provide the above information by May 18, 2011. If you have any questions, including the

format in which the information should be produced, please contact
i

Sincerely,
i B A |

-:..’T_W (]t

Tom Coburn, M.D.
United States Senator



Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

June 8, 2011

The Honorable Tom Coburn, M.D.
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510-3604

Dear Senator Coburn:

I am responding to your May 4, 2011, letter to Secretary Chu requesting information on
individuals that receive funds or benefits through Department of Energy (DOE) programs
in Fiscal Years 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2010, and who also reported income of $1,000,000
or greater.

Unlike other agencies, with some small exceptions, DOE does not have programs with
benefits or direct payments to individuals. The majority of DOE's financial assistance
dollars are used predominantly in two ways. The first is discretionary awards in research,
development and demonstration programs that require facilities and other resources
beyond the reach of an individual. In particular, the cost sharing requirements of the
Energy Policy Act 2005 make participating in DOE's programs problematic for single
individuals. The second means for distributing DOE funding is through formula awards
to state, local and tribal governments, and environmental management grants to
communities around DOE facilities. There are a few other smaller programs, but they are
targeted to specific activities generally not open to individuals.

For the discretionary awards, each DOE program office determines which opportunities
will receive funding, and who is eligible to receive that funding based on a variety of
factors, including program authorizations and appropriations, and that program office's
portion of the DOE mission. Only one program, Energy Efficiency and Renewable
Energy’s (EERE) “Inventions and Innovations Program,” has a component aimed at
individual researchers. EERE, however, has not funded that piece of the program in over
ten years. Other programs may indicate in their program listing in the Catalog of Federal
Domestic Assistance (CFDA) that individuals may be eligible for award, but the actual
program opportunities may not include individual eligibility or, as discussed above,
individuals may not have the resources to apply as the prime or may not be eligible for
the funding opportunities available in any given fiscal year.

Moreover, since so few awards are given to individuals, DOE does not have a policy of
reviewing the reported income of award winners.
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We have reviewed our records for the four years identified in your letter and the enclosed
spreadsheet provides the information on all individuals that received payments under
DOE programs in the applicable fiscal years. In total, three individuals were funded
under CFDA Number 81.121, Nuclear Energy Research, Development and
Demonstration. Each individual received payments to support the Generation IV
International Forum (GIF) Economic Model Working Group (EMWG). The EMWG
upgraded existing nuclear-economic models and developed new ones where required to
produce the Integrated Nuclear Energy Economics Model, providing standardized and
credible economic evaluations of Gen IV nuclear energy systems by the GIF. The
product of the EMWG'’s efforts is contained in Cost Estimating Guidelines for
Generation IV Nuclear Energy Systems (2007). These guidelines provide a way to
develop cost estimates for the development, design, construction/production, fuel cycle,
energy products, and modularization of GIF nuclear energy systems.

If you have any questions please contact ! Office of Congressional and
Intergovernmental Affairs, at § -

Sincerely,
il
Ingrid Kol

Director
Office of Management

Enclosure
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Environmental
Protection Agency



Se or Tom Coburn, MD

May 5, 2011

Via U.S. Mail and Email /

Ms. Lisa P. Jackson
Administrator

Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator Jackson:

The Environmental Protection Agency administers a number of programs and grants that provide
financial benefits to individuals across a wide spectrum of interests. These programs include, but
are not limited to:

Fellowship and Research Programs: Surveys, Studies, Investigations, and Special Purpose
Grants within the Office of Research and Development; Office of Research and Development
Consolidated Research/Training Fellowships; Greater Research Opportunities (GRO)
Fellowships for Undergraduate Environmental Study; Science to Achieve Results (STAR)
Fellowship Program; Research, Development, Monitoring, Public Education, Training,
Demonstrations, and Studies Program; Alternative or Innovative Treatment Technology
Research, Demonstration, Training, and Hazardous Substance Research Grants; Regional
Applied Research Efforts (RARE); and National Network for Environmental Management
Studies Fellowship Program.

Other Grant Programs: Temporarily Integrated Monitoring of Ecosystems (TIME) and Long-
Term Monitoring Program; Regional Environmental Priority Projects; Surveys, Studies,
Investigations, Demonstrations, and Training Grants — Section 1442 of the Safe Drinking Water
Act and Section 104(b)(3) of the Clean Water Act; National Estuary Program; Assessment and
Watershed Protection Program Grants; and Environmental Policy and Innovation Grants.

1 am interested in learning about the individuals that receive funds or benefits through these
programs. For each program listed above, please provide the following information for all
individuals that received any payment from these programs during Fiscal Years 2007, 2008,

2009 and 2010, who also reported income of $1,000,000 or greater through any agency
measurement of income (such as Adjusted Gross Income): (1) name of individual; (2) total
reported income for the Fiscal Year in which the payment was made; (3) name of each program
the individual received benefits through; (4) amount of benefits received from each program; and
(5) total amount of all program benefits received during each Fiscal Year. This information
should be produced in an electronic usable format, such as Microsoft Excel.

11mttd *wtatts Senate e



Please provide the above information by May 19, 2011. If you have any questions, :ncludmg the
format in which the information should be produced, please contact |

Sincerely,

o

Tom Coburm, M.D.
United States Senator
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460
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mv l 9 m" OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL AND
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS

The Honorable Tom Coburn, M.D.
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Coburn:

Thank you for your letter of May 5, 2011 in which you request information regarding funds or benefits
that individuals receive from a number of programs and grants administered by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA).

We appreciate your interest in this matter, and our work on responding to your request is already in
progress. However, because of the expansive nature of the request, EPA will need additional time to

respond.

Again, thank vou for vour letter. If you have any questions about this, please contact me or your staff
may calll - )f my staff at({ T

Sincerely,

Arvin Ganesan
Deputy Associate Administrator
for Congressional Affairs

Intemet Address (URL) « http://www.epa.gov
Recycled/Recyclable « Printed with Vegetable Ol Based Inks on Recycled Paper (Minimum 25% Postconsumer)
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OFFICE OF
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MANAGEMENT

The Honorable Tom Coburn, M.D.
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Senator Coburn:

Thank you for your letter of May 5, 2011 regarding funds or benefits that individuals receive from a
number of grant or fellowship programs administered by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA). Your letter requests information on payments made under those programs during Fiscal Years
2007- 2010 to individuals who also reported income of $1,000,000 or greater through any agency
measurement of income, such as Adjusted Gross Income.

As communicated to your staff, the EPA does not have income-related data for the grants and
fellowships in question and thus is unable to provide the specific information you requested. However,
as suggested by your staff, we are providing the enclosed list of EPA grants and fellowships awarded to
individuals during the four cited fiscal years. The list includes the name of the individual recipients and
associated funding program, as well as the amount of each award.

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may call
_in the EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at

Sincerely, !
Craig B. Hooks

Assistant Administrator

Enclosure

Internet Address (URL) e http://www.epa.gov
Recycled/Recyclable s Printed with Vegetable Oil Based Inks on Recycled Paper (Minimum 30% Postconsumer)
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February 3, 2011

Via U.S. Mail and Electronic Mail (

Mr. Jeffry W. Shipp

Executive Vice President, Government Affairs
Farm Credit Council

50 F Street, N.W.

Suite 900

Washington, D.C. 20001

Dear Mr. Shipp:

The Farm Credit System (“FCS”) provides important loans to farmers for a wide ranging of
farming activities, including: (1) operating loans for the short-term financing of consumables;
(2) installment loans for intermediate-term financing of durables; and (3) real estate loans for
long-term financing of land, buildings, and homes.

For all loan programs administered by the FCS, please provide the following information for all
individuals or farming entities that received any payment during Fiscal Years 2007, 2008, 2009
and 2010, who also had an adjusted gross income of $1,000,000 or greater: (1) name of
individual, business, or farming entity; (2) total adjusted gross income for the Fiscal Year in
which the loan payment was made; (3) name of each loan program the recipient received benefits
through; (4) amount of loan payments received from each program; and (5) total amount of all
loan program benefits received during each Fiscal Year. This information should be produced in
an electronic usable format, such as Microsoft Excel.

Please provide the above information by February 18, 2011. If you have any questions,
lncludmg the format in which the information should be produced, please contactf

Sincerely,
Tom Coburn, M.D.
United States Senator
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February 16, 2011

Via U.S. Mail and Electronic Mail§

Mr. Jeffry W. Shipp

Executive Vice President, Government Affairs
Farm Credit Council

50 F Street, N.W.

Suite 900

Washington, D.C. 20001

Dear Mr. Shipp:

Thank you for taking the time to meet with my staff to further explain the important programs
provided by the Farm Credit System (“FCS™). Based on that discussion, instead of the data
request dated February 3, 2011, please provide the following for all loan programs administered
by FCS, broken down by type of loan and commodity:

® Total number of individuals or farming entities that currently have loans outstanding or in
repayment status and also have an adjusted gross income of $1,000,000 or more; and

e The total percentage of current FCS loans based on dollar amount that are outstanding or in
repayment status to individuals or farming entities with an adjusted gross income of
$1,000,000 or more.

Please provide the above information by March 4, 2011. If you have any questions, including
the format in which the information should be produced, please contacta

Sincerely,

Tom Coburn, M.D.
United States Senator



eg;% THE FARM CREDIT COUNCIL

%
e

March 2, 2011

The Honorable Tom Coburn, M.D.
United States Scnate

SR-172 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Coburn:

This is in response to your letter dated February 16, 2011. In it, you requested certain
data relating to the adjusted gross income of individuals who have loans outstanding with
their loca! Farm Credit System (FCS) institutions. As a result of your request, I had the
opportunity to meet twice with staff members of the Committee on Homeland Security
and Government Affairs. We had two very thorough discussions concerning the
operations of the FCS. Further, I was able to supply committee staff with detailed
information relating to the financial performance of the FCS for calendar year 2009. |
will also provide the staff with the System’s 2010 annual information statement as soon
as it 1s available. Unfortunately, FCS institutions do not maintain a database with
adjusted gross income data on their borrowers. As a result, we will be unable to provide
you with that specific information. We do, however, stand ready to be of further
assistance to you in this or any other matter.

Sincerely,
William EAW
Executive Vice President

cc: § N

THE FARM CREDIT COUNCIL ° 50 F STREET, NW ® SUITE goo © WaAsSHINGTON, DC 20002
PHONE: 202-626-8710 ® WEB: WWW.FCCOUNCIL.COM
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Lnited States Senate

Senator Tom Coburn, MD

March 15, 2011

Via U.S. Mail and Electronic Mail

The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius

Secretary

United States Department of Health and Human Services
Hubert Humphrey Building, Room 416G

200 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Secretary Sebelius:

I am interested in obtaining information on certain programs administered by the United States
Department of Health and Human Services (“HHS) and would appreciate your assistance. HHS
provides a number of programs and services that assist Americans in a number of ways. These
programs include, but are not limited to, the following scholarship and loan repayment programs:

AIDS Research Loan Repayment Program;

National Health Service Corps Loan Repayment Program;

National Health Service Corps Scholarship Program;

Loan Repayment Program for General Research;

Nursing Faculty Loan Program;

Nursing Education Loan Repayment Program;

Nursing Scholarship Program;

Nursing Student Loans:

Health Professions Preparatory Scholarship Program for Indians;

Indian Health Service Educational Loan Repayment;

Health Professions Recruitment Program for Indians;

Health Professions Scholarship Program;

Health Professions Student Loans, including Primary Care Loans;
Contraception and Infertility Research Loan Repayment Program;

National Institutes of Health Loan Repayment Program for Clinical Researchers;
National Institutes of Health Pediatric Research Loan Repayment Program;
Clinical Research Loan Repayment Program;

General Research Loan Repayment Program;

Health Disparities Research Loan Repayment Program;

Pediatric Research Loan Repayment Program; and

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Grants for Training in Primary Care Medicine
and Dentistry Training and Enhancement,.



Another program administered by HHS is the newly created Pre-existing Condition Insurance
Program.

Please provide the following information for all individuals that received any benefits from the
above listed programs during fiscal years 2007, 2008, 2009, and 2010, who also reported an

ad_] usted gross income of $1,000,000 or greater: (1) name of recipient; (2) total adjusted gross
income for the year(s) in which the individual or entity received benefits; (3) name of each
program the individual received benefits through; (4) amount of benefits received from each
program; and (5) total amount of benefits received during each year. This information should be
produced in an electronic usable format, such as Microsoft Excel.

Please provide the above information by March 31, 2011. If you have any questions, including
the format in which the information should be produced, please contact

Smcere}y,

Tom Coburn, M.D.
U.S. Senator
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Office of the Assistant Secretary
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%"aw,u Washington, D.C. 20201

The Honorable Tom Coburn APR 22 2011
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Cobum:

Thank you for your March 15, 2011, letter requesting information on scholarship and
loan repayment programs (LRPs) administered by the Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS) as well as the Pre-existing Condition Insurance Plan (PCIP) program. HHS scholarship
-and loan repayment programs encourage students, health professionals, and scientists to work in
underserved communities and to perform critical research. These programs are administered by
the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA), the Indian Health Service (IHS), and
the National Institutes of Health (NIH). The PCIP program provides a bridge to make health
insurance available to people with pre-existing conditions until 2014, when Americans will have
access to more affordable, comprehensive coverage options. Of the programs listed in your
letter, HHS only collects adjusted gross income (AGI) information from certain participants in
the NIH loan repayment programs.

NIH administers loan repayment programs to recruit and retain health professionals in
vitally needed scientific research careers. Given increasing student loan debt, these programs
provide an important incentive to encourage recent graduates to pursue research careers to tackle
some of the most challenging health issues facing the nation. Opportunities exist in five
extramural' research areas: clinical, pediatric, health disparities, contraception and infertility, and
clinical research for individuals from disadvantaged backgrounds; and three intramural® research
areas: general research, AIDS research, and clinical research for individuals from disadvantaged
backgrounds. A recent evaluation of these programs has shown that LRP participants stay in
research careers longer, apply for and receive more research grants, and become independent
investigators more frequently than peers without LRP funding,

Eligibility for NIH’s LRPs requires at least a two-year research commitment. In addition,
applicants must have substantial educational debt relative to their wages—a debt-to-salary ratio
of 20 percent or higher. This measure is based on the applicant’s salary, not adjusted gross
income, and AGI generally is not collected from applicants.

! Extramural research is research conducted by NIH funding recipients, such as grantees, at non-
NIH sites.

? Intramural research is research conducted by NIH employee-scientists at NIH laboratories.



By statute, NIH LRPs repay a portion of qualified educational debt in exchange for a
two-year research commitment. In addition, by statute, the programs pay amounts equal to 39
percent of the loan repayments to the IRS to cover taxes.® Until the end of fiscal year 2010,
participants also had the option to request additional funds, in cases where the standard tax
payments were insufficient, to offset the increased federal, state, and local taxes that resulted
from their loan repayment income.* To evaluate such requests, NIH reviewed tax return
information, which contains AGI.

3,744 participants requested additional tax reimbursement payments from 2007-2010. Of
this group, eight individuals—or 0.2% of the group—had AGIs over $1,000,000 in at least one
of the years covered. (See the enclosed table.) Each of these individuals qualified for the LRP
based on their debt-to-salary ratio, but may have had higher AGIs due to spousal earnings and/or
capital gains. In April 2010, NIH decided to discontinue this aspect of the loan repayment
programs, effective for tax year 2011, in order to maximize the number of individuals who can
receive benefits under these programs.

We appreciate your interest in these important programs. We trust that this information
is helpful to you, and we look forward to continuing to work with you and other members of
Congress on these issues.

Sincerely,

#Q 5

Jim R. Esquea
Assistant Secretary for Legislation
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

Enclosure

3 See 42 U.S.C. 42 USC2541-1(2)(3)(A).
4 See 42 U.S.C. 42 USC2541-1(2)(3)(B).



NIH Loan Repayment Programs

Calendar Year 2007 2008 2009 2010
Adjusted Total Adjusted justed Total Adjusted Total
Gross Benefits |Gross Total Gross Benefits |Gross Benefits
income Received [income Benefits [Iincome Received [income Received
Participant LRP (AGI) » (AGI) Received * |{AGI) . {AGI) 5
1 General $1,320,659 | $ 40,010 nfa $ 1937150 n/a n/a n/a n/a
2 General $1,072,956 | $ 61,69506 1,241,262 |$ 61,931 % 1,395372|$ - 58426 nfa $ 32,991
3 Clinical nfa nfa $ 1,925,444 |$ 13,150 | $ 1,582,080 | § 52,647 nfa $ 48,650
4 Clinical $ 218048 |$ 128045 1,215070 [$ s52525$ 502,775 |5 50942 nfa $ 48,650
5 Clinical $ 577626 |$ 5433505 1,000,835 |$ s57.652[$ 1,825849 |$ 59,690 nfa $ 48,650
6 Clinical $§ 2186875 21645|5 308672|$ 10409[$ 6,617,242 |$ 2,568 n/a $ 4,367
7 Clinical nfa n/a nfa nfa $ 1,468,968 | § 8,138 nfa $ 29,365
Health
8 Disparities nfa $ 16163 0% 1,306,413 [$ 14,688 nfa nfa nfa nfa

* Total Benefits Received consists of loan repayments and tax payments.

Prepared April 2011




