
Amendment 3358 – Requires Congress to prioritize children’s 
health care instead of special interest pork projects. 
 
 
There were 9.5 million children in the United States who lacked 
health insurance for at least part of last year.  About 3.9 million of 
these have been uninsured for more than one year. 
 
Congress has spent much of the year debating how to best provide 
health care to uninsured children.  Yet, Congress has failed to 
develop a fiscally responsible plan that does not burden the same 
children it is seeking to insure with insurmountable debt that will 
burden these same children for the rest of their lives. 
 
While failing to meet the health care needs of children, Congress has 
been quite successful in meeting its own self-serving needs, as well 
as the needs of special interests and campaign contributors, by 
providing hundreds of millions of dollars in earmarks. 
 
The Fiscal Year 2008 Labor/Health and Human Services/Education 
appropriations bill alone contains 1,000 earmarks costing 
$469,569,000. 
 
It is shameful for Congress to divert nearly $470 million in a bill 
intended to fund health and education programs towards parochial 
pork projects when millions of children do not have access to 
appropriate health care. 
 
This amendment gives Congress an opportunity to choose between 
competing priorities—children’s health care or special interest pork 
projects. 
 
 
Nearly $470 Million Would Be Set Aside for Congress to Re-
Allocate for Children’s Health 
 
If approved, the $469,569,000 in earmarks contained within this bill 
would essentially be set aside for Congress to reallocate for 
children’s health.   
 



In effect, it would impose a moratorium on Congressional earmarks 
funded out of federal health, education, and labor programs until it 
was certain that all children were covered by health insurance of 
some kind. 
  
 
The Hundreds of Earmarks in This Bill Could Provide Health 
Care to More Than 200,000 Children 
 
This amendment, “The Children's Health Care First Act,” simply 
states that none of the funds appropriated or otherwise made 
available by this Act may be used for any congressionally directed 
spending item, or earmark, until the Secretary of the Department of 
Health and Human Services certifies that all children under the age of 
18 years of age in the United States are insured by a private or public 
health care insurance plan.  
 
The bill to reauthorize and expand the State Children’s Health 
Insurance Program (SCHIP) vetoed by the President last month 
would have cost taxpayers $4,000 per year for every child covered.  It 
costs about $2,300 to purchase private health insurance for a child. 
 
The $469,569,000 cost of the 1,000 earmarks in this bill could enroll 
204,160 children in private insurance. 
 
 
Congress Should Prioritize Children’s Health Rather Than Its 
Own Parochial Pork Projects 
 
This is the bill through which Congress can and should provide 
funding for health care for children.  Yet, the bill diverts hundreds of 
millions of dollars away from children’s health in order to pay for 
earmarks. 
 
The earmarks in this bill include: 

• $350,000 for an arts center in Iowa; 
• $100,000 for a celebration around Lake Champlain in 

Vermont; 
• $500,000 for field trips in the Chesapeake Bay; 
• $500,000 for the “Virtual Herbarium” in New York;  



• $50,000 for an ice center in Utah; and 
• $130,000 for the National First Ladies’ Library Catalogue in 

Ohio. 
 
How can Congress justify spending funds on these projects when 
millions of children in America can not even afford basic health care 
needs? 
 
There has been lots of talk by members of Congress about putting 
children first.  This amendment provides each member of the Senate 
an opportunity to vote to do just that. 
 
Unfortunately in vote after vote, Congress has put its own interests 
first, which is how our nation has amassed a $9 trillion debt and 
millions of children remain without appropriate health care coverage.  
 



 


