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Coburn Amendment 2916 would strike mandate that 75 percent of funds from the Neotropical Migratory Bird Program are expended on projects located outside of the United States
Congress should not mandate that United States tax dollars be spent outside the country
· The Sportsmen’s Act would reauthorize the Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation Act to fund conservation efforts for migratory birds throughout the U.S., Canada, Latin America and the Caribbean at $6.5 million annually for the next 5 years
· The provision requiring 75 percent of the program’s fund be spent overseas equates to almost $25 million for projects outside of the United States while the unemployment rate within the United States remains around 8 percent
· In 2012, the Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation Act will spend nearly $1 million for 9 projects in Canada and Brazil, two of the top ten largest economies by GDP in the world.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  http://www.fws.gov/birdhabitat/Grants/NMBCA/2012.shtm ] 

· This bill also duplicates the large commitment the United States already makes to global environmental efforts through the United States Agency for International Development(USAID), as the United States has obligated $627.7 million in global environmental funding through USAID over the last two years.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  http://usaid.gov/results-and-data/budget-spending/where-does-money-go ] 

This mandate represents a clear misunderstanding of national priorities 
· While our country is in in the middle of an anemic economic recovery and is threatened by a ballooning $16 trillion national debt, Congress is considering a bill that will mandate that 75 percent of the American tax dollars provided by this program are spent on projects outside the United States
· This program’s intentions may be meritorious, but providing $54,000 in grant funding to a Canadian University to track birds in South America is not a national priority 
· During this tepid recovery, Congress is considering a bill that flouts the Constitution by not only authorizing programs not in the enumerated powers, but also ensuring the American tax dollars raised to fund it are spent outside the United States

